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Our century has been particularly 

ruthless with utopia since it leads to 
“tears and blood”. The great events of 
this time remind us of the necessity of 
being disenchanted. But it is not 
possible, particularly for women, to 
renounce utopia, at risk of gliding 
down to nihilism.  

 To face relationships between 
realism and idealism means to answer 
to the questions: is it possible and does 
utopia not carry out the role of 
ideologies? Is it possible to have ideal 
references, after the death of 
philosophies of totality?   

Here, the authors suggest utopia as 
a challenge. They start from the 
conviction that, while the great 
idealistic systems and those political-
totalitarian ones fall, we feel more 
homesick for those value-guided 
systems that push us to see “beyond”: 
beyond the data in order to exit from 
the “cages” of thought, the cold 
structures, the rationality and the 
technique exalted in itself.   

The volume gives voice to the 
rising need to build a better world, on 
the horizon of ethical references of 
personalism, and a more human world 
for women and men of every faith and 
ideology. It is clear that the distinction 
between utopia as fantasy and the wish 
of a non existent place and utopia leads 
us towards values capable of feeding 
praxis.   

The book has two sections: - I: 
Mediating Utopia and History (with 
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